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THE RISE OF NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCHES IN 
THE UNITED STATES 



Among the important questions with which the Catholic Church 
in the United States has had to deal must be reckoned the difficult 
and delicate task of making satisfactory and acceptable provision for 
the religious needs of a large and scattered population incapable of 
receiving religious instruction in the English language. The difficul- 
ties with which the problem was beset are too easily overlooked, owing 
to the comparatively smooth manner in which it has been solved. 
Misunderstandings, wranglings, and even temporary separations 
have undoubtedly occurred. But this is not so much to be wondered 
at ; it is rather a matter for surprise that, where people of so many 
races, having nothing in common but their Catholic faith, were sub- 
ject to the same ecclesiastical superiors, dissensions have not mani- 
fested themselves in a more pronounced degree. iN^ational senti- 
ment and national spirit are ever and everywhere easily aroused, 
and yield but with difficulty even to prudent and persuasive words. 
Yet, in spite of the numerous and frequently antagonistic nationali- 
ties which emigration has thrown on our shores, the Catholic Church 
stands today in the United States no less united than it is in any 
country in the world. Prudent concessions were made to national 
demands, characteristics and customs. In particular, the estab- 
lishment of churches in which their native languages were spoken 
has been a means both of satisfying the religious needs of the for- 
eign-born population and of strengthening their loyalty to their 
ecclesiastical superiors. The healthy and vigorous condition of the 
Catholic Church in the United States today is due in no small meas- 
ure to the sensible provisions made for the numerous soundly relig- 
ious national congregations. 

The desire of establishing, in an English-speaking community, 
churches in which their native language would be used, as far as 
the Catholic Liturgy allowed, was first expressed by German set- 
tlers. Soon after the landing of Pastorius with his little band of 
Protestant followers on American soil (1683), German Catholics 
came with their Protestant fellow-countrymen to North America. 
Their number at first was small. But as early as 1741 the German 
422 
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Province of the Society of Jesus considered these settlers sufficiently 
numerous to warrant the sending of priests to minister to their 
spiritual wants. Fathers William Wappler and Theodore Schnei- 
der were dispatched to Pennsylvania, where they founded the mis- 
sions of Conewago and Goshenhoppen. They were soon followed 
by other Jesuits, the most remarkable among whom were Lawrence 
Graessel, who was appointed coadjutor to Bishop Carroll; Ferdi- 
nand Steenmeyer, usually known by his anglicised name of Farmer 
(Meier), who established the first Catholic congregation in New 
York, and the Alsatian, Anthony Kohlmann, who became the chief 
organizer and first administrator of the diocese of New York. These 
German Jesuits may have been exposed to fewer dangers than their 
confreres on the French missions or their fellow-religious in early 
Maryland, but they were no less remarkable than the others for their 
truly apostolic spirit. They did not, however, confine their pas- 
toral activity to people of their own language, and established no 
distinctly national churches. True, it may be claimed that the con- 
gregation established by them at Goshenhoppen, being at the begin- 
ning entirely composed of Germans, could be called a national 
church ; but this was not intended to be a community established on 
distinctively national lines. Holy Trinity Church, Philadelphia, 
is usually considered the first national church in the country, and 
its establishment was contemporaneous with the creation of the 
hierarchy in 1789. 

Up to that year the German Catholics in the City of Brotherly 
Love worshipped, as in other parts of the country, in the churches 
established for the general Catholic population. The report pre- 
pared by Father Harding for the Colonial authorities gives us their 
accurate number in 1759. There were on April 29 of that year 
228 German Catholics — 107 men and 121 women — " in and about 
Philadelphia." ^ They were under the spiritual care of the Rev. 
Theodore Schneider, who, coming over from Goshenhoppen, paid 
them periodical visits. When Father Schneider died, in 1758, 
Father Farmer was appointed to St. Joseph's Church, Philadelphia, 
and continued the former's work until 1786. The first step toward 



* Schabf-Westcott, History of Philadelphia, vol. ii, p. 1375. Philadelphia, 
1884; Gkiffin, The Church of the Holy Trinity, Philadelphia, in Records of the 
American Catholic Historical Society of Philadelphia, vol. xxi (1910), p. 2. 
This collection will be referred to as Records. 



424 N. A. WEBEE 

a separate ecclesiastical organization may be said to have been taken 
by the German Catholics when, on February 29, 1768, they bought 
a plot of ground for the interment of their dead.^ This prop- 
erty, measuring 26x282 feet, was adjacent to St. Mary's Cemetery, 
but was exclusively used as a burial ground for the Germans. 
The question of building a small chapel in the north end of the 
town was raised during Father Farmer's incumbency, and the pro- 
ject met with his approval.^ The new structure was intended for 
the Catholic residents, mostly German, of that district. Father 
Farmer favored its establishment only as a convenience to them ; he 
was opposed to the separation of his countrymen, on the national 
issue, from the church they attended, and the division on racial lines 
was probably delayed by him. After his death, August 17, 1786, 
events moved rapidly. In 1787 a German school was established, 
or was already in operation for some time. That same year an 
association known as the " German Catholic Society " held meetings 
and collected funds for a church. The President of the Society, 
Adam Premir, bought in its name from the Supreme Executive 
Council of Pennsylvania a plot of ground on the northwest corner 
of Sixth and Spruce streets, measuring sixty-eight feet ten inches 
on Sixth street and one hundred and ninety-eight feet on Spruce. 
The date of the purchase is given by J. G. Shea,* Scharf-West- 
cott,^ and Griffin ^ as February 21, 1788. J. L. J. Kirlin '^ places 
the event on February 27, 1788. The transaction, however, cer- 
tainly took place earlier than either of these two dates ; for on Feb- 
ruary 9, 1788, when the first trustees were elected and a subscrip- 
tion appeal drawn up, it was declared that the purchase of the lot 
on Spruce and Sixth streets had already taken place.* Further- 
more, Father Molyneux's report addressed to the Very Rev. John 
Carroll on February 8, 1788, contains the same statement.' Father 
Molyneux was at the time pastor of St. Mary's Church, Philadel- 
phia, from which the Germans intended to separate, and it is need- 



' Gbiffin, in Records, vol. xxi, p. 5. 

' Letter of the Rev. Molyneux printed in Records, I. c, p. 16. 

* Life and Times of Archbishop Carroll, p. 320. New York, 1888. 
" 0. c, vol. II, p. 1375. 

* Records ut supra. 

' Catholicity in Philadelphia, p. 123. Philadelphia, 1909. 
'Minutes of the Trustees, in Records, vol. xxi, pp. 13-15. 
•Cf. Records, vol. xxi, p. 16. 
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less to add that he must have been well informed in regard to events 
which concerned him so directly. It is likewise certain that the 
property was bought before Father Carroll's approval had been 
obtained. The above-mentioned report of the Rev. Father Moly- 
neux is clear on this point ; it also contains valuable information on 
the attitude and dispositions of the German Catholics in Philadel- 
phia at the time. It follows in part : 

" I have now to inform you that Mr. Oellers and his party have 
bought a lot of ground in Spruce street, on Sixth street, on the way 
to the Hospital, on which they are determined to build another Cath- 
olic Church; Mr. CaufEman will not countenance it; many of the 
other of our most pious and richer Germans will have no hand in 
it. A Mr. Teller, a Portuguese merchant, and who expects to be 
consul for that nation, joins with them, and they may draw in some 
other foreigners, whom we cannot accommodate with pews in our 
own church. They say they do not mean to withdraw from your 
jurisdiction, and that the clergyman, or clergymen, who are to 
officiate for them must be approved by you, as they mean to make 
no schism. Many here think it be of no bad consequence or detri- 
ment to our congregation. Mr. Farmer sometime in his lifetime 
wished the Germans had a small Chapel to the north end of the town ; 
and I could have wished they had pitched on a lot in that quarter, 
as the greater part of the Germans reside there. There is and 
always has been in the Germans a kind of jealousy on account of a 
pretended preference or sympathy in the Irish in the management 
of pews, etc. I have done all in my power to prevent their going 
this length, but to no purpose. They say they have no bad inten- 
tion, and hope the undertaking will be beneficial to Religion. God 
grant it may turn out so. I have given this state of things that 
you may form your own judgment thereon, and act as prudence 
will direct." " 

In an address which seems to be the iirst petition of the German 
Catholics to their ecclesiastical superior for the sanction of their 
undertaking and for permission to build a church, it is also stated 
that ground for the purpose has already been acquired. The paper 
bears no date, and reads in part : 

" To the Right Reverend Father in God, John Carroll : 

"Right Reverend Sir: "We the subscribers, duly appointed by 
a respectable German Catholic congregation in and about Philadel- 
phia to wait on your Right Reverence with a memorial, humbly 



' Cf. complete text in Records, vol. xxi, pp. 16-17. 
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set forth: Whereas, by the late glorious revolution in this part of 
the globe, Heaven has blessed with liberty and free and uninter- 
rupted exercise of our most holy Religion, and is the more fully 
confirmed by the new Federal Constitution, and, whereas, the Ger- 
man Catholic congregation in and about Philadelphia has largely in- 
creased and is dayly more and more increasing, that the new chap- 
pie in Fourth street is, as it is well known, too small to accommo- 
date conveniently and hold such great number of people of all 
nations at the time of divine service. Therefore your humble memor- 
ialists warm wishers to keep up their respective nation and language, 
have the honor to inform your Right Reverence that they have 
concluded, and by the divine assistance of Almighty God and your 
Right Reverence's gracious approbation, are fully determined to 
build and erect another new place of divine worship for the better 
convenience and accommodation of Catholics of all nations, particu- 
larly the Germans, under whose direction the aforesaid new build- 
ing is to be constructed, they have already bought and deeded a 
fine and commodious piece of ground, situated on the corner of 
Spruce and Sixth streets." " 

The Prefect Apostolic's approval for the erection of a new church 
was given on March 3, 1788. It was couched in rather general and 
indefinite language, as the reader may judge from the following 
passage : 

" I was honoured last Thursday with your favor of 23 Feb., 
requesting my approbation of your design to erect a new church in 
Philadelphia, principally for the accommodation of the German 
congregation. After thanking you for your very obliging reference 
to me in this matter, you may be assured that I cannot but approve 
and encourage every well digested plan for the accommodation of 
your congregation, and their better instruction in their religious 
duties. As far, therefore, as your design is conducive to these 
purposes it has my hearty approbation. Besides, I think that 
this farther benefit may result from your undertaking to animate 
the pastors of each church in all future times by mutual example, 
to greater exercises of zeal and labour in the service of God. 

On the other hand, I am not enough acquainted with your ability 
to provide a house and maintenance for your new pastor to enable 
me to judge how prudent your plan may be at this time. I hope 
there is no danger of causing such a separation amongst Roman 
Catholics as will prevent divine service from being performed with 
the same concourse and general approbation as at present. By 
embracing too many objects we sometimes fail in all, and pull down 



" Of. Complete text in Records, vol. xxi, pp. 9-10. 
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old establishments by endeavoring to raise new ones. I hope that 
you have weighed these matters maturely and dispassionately. 
Many of you are well acquainted with Mr. Pellentz, and know 
his merits, virtue and attachment to his countrymen. I could wish 
him to be consulted on this occasion." " 

With this approbation preparations were made for the building 
of the church. Ground was broken on March 31, 1788 ; ^^ and on 
April 27 of the same year Adam Premir and Henry Horn wrote to 
the Very Rev. Carroll inviting him either to be present himself at 
the laying of the cornerstone, or failing this, to send a delegate.^* 
The ceremony took place May 29, 1788, in presence of the Eev. 
Fathers John Baptist Cause, Peter Helbron and John Charles Hel- 
bron.^^ Petitions for an act of incorporation were now laid before 
the Pennsylvania Legislature by St. Mary's and Holy Trinity par- 
ishes. The Germans opposed the incorporation of St. Mary's until 
assurances were given them that the property which they had bought 
and used as a burial ground would not be included in the act granted 
to St. Mary's, but would be returned to them. This matter was 
settled to their satisfaction, and a charter was granted to St. Mary's 
on September 18, 1788. It was followed shortly after, October 4, 
by the incorporation of Holy Trinity, under the title " The Trustees 
of the German Religious .Society of Roman Catholics called the 
Church of the Holy Trinity in the city of Philadelphia." The in- 
corporators were: George Ernest Lechler, Henry Horn, Christo- 
pher Shorty, Anthony Hookey, Jacob Threin, James Oellers, Charles 
Bauman and Adam Premir. ^^ 

The work on the new building progressed favorably, and on 
March 22, 1789, the congregation met for the election of a pastor. 
Three candidates were submitted by the trustees to the choice of the 
people — the Reverends Lawrence Graessel, John Charles Helbron 
and John Baptist Cause. Mnety-two votes were cast; of these 



"The passage is here reproduced from Kirlin's printed text of the letter in 
Catholicity in Philadelphia, pp. 124-125. 

" Cf. the official account of this event in Minutes of the Trustees in Records, 
vol. XXI, p. 23. 

"Cf. text of letter in Records, vol. xxi, p. 24. 

" The account of the Trustees concerning the event is printed in Records, vol. 
XXI, pp. 25-26. 

"KiEUN, o.c, p. 128; Geiffin, Church of the Holy Trinity, in Records, vol. 
XXI, p. 27. 
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Father Helbron received seventy-five, Father Cause twelve, and 
Father Lavs^rence Graessel five. A report of these proceedings was 
sent to the Very Kev. John Carroll, with the prayer that Father 
Helbron, who had secured such an overwhelming majority, be ap- 
pointed pastor of the new church. ^^ Some delay was experienced, 
however, in securing the confirmation of the new candidate, and 
the church was opened for service by Father Helbron on ^November 
22, 1789, before Bishop Carroll had sanctioned the election of the 
congregation. In spite of this lack of ecclesiastical approval, the 
first services were most elaborate. The dhurch record states that 
" many members of the Congress of the United States, His Excel- 
lency, Governor Mifflin, the Chief Justice of this city, the greater 
number of the members of the Assembly, besides many other clergy- 
men and laymen of all nations and brethren in the faith, honored the 
occasion with their presence." ^* The election of Father Helbron 
as first pastor was confirmed by the Bishop on December 2, 1789, and 
the property, which was legally owned by Adam Premir, its first pur- 
chaser, until November 13, 1790, was on that day deeded over to the 
trustees of the church.^® " The building," writes Kirlin, " was sub- 
stantial, but severely plain in interior and exterior. It stands today 
in outward appearance as it was at the dedication, built of alternate 
red and black glazed bricks, with semi-hexagonal walls and hipped 
roof." '" 

The establishment of a national church in Philadelphia was fol- 
lowed closely by efforts to organize a German congregation in Balti- 
more. As early as February 17, 1792, the Maryland Journal con- 
tained the following announcement : " The German Roman Cath- 
olics will open next Sunday for the first time Divine service in their 
own language at the house of John Brown, near the Centre Market. 
On Wednesdays and Fridays in Lent will be sung the Psalm Miser- 
ere, accompanied with a sermon in the German language, delivered 
by Rev. John Baptist Clouse, beginning at half after five in the 
afternoon." ^^ Several years elapsed before the newly organized 



"Report to Very Rev. Carroll, in Records, xxi, pp. 33-34. 
^'Records, vol. xxi, p. 36. 
" Schaef-Wbstcott, o. c, vol. n, p. 1376. 
» o. c, p. 128. 

"This announcement is reprinted in Schaef, History of Baltimore City and 
County, p. 540, note 1 (Philadelphia, 1881), from which we borrow the text. The 
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congregation could worship in its own church. This period was 
marked by the nefarious activity of an unprincipled priest, William 
Eeuter, stationed at the Pro-Cathedral. He urged upon the German 
Catholics of Baltimore the alleged necessity of a separate church. 
Their number, however, did not seem to justify, in the eyes of the 
Bishop, the establishment of a new parish. As, moreover, the con- 
gregation of Holy Trinity Church, Philadelphia, not only had mani- 
fested a spirit of insubordination, but had, on September 26, 1796, 
broken away in schism, the erection of a new national church did 
not commend itself to Bishop Carroll. He consequently refused 
the necessary permission. The Rev. Renter now made common 
cause with the schismatics in Philadelphia. As he could not obtain 
permission to establish a church, and as the schismatics were unable 
to control ecclesiastical appointments in their own, they formed the 
plan of requesting Rome to create a new diocese, and to appoint a 
German Bishop for the Catholics of that nationality. Accordingly 
Renter was sent abroad to submit the petition to the Holy See. 
Bishop Carroll, in a letter to the Cardinal Prefect of the Propa- 
ganda, deprecates the erection of such a diocese, and animadverts on 
the heretical opinions of the Philadelphia schismatics : 

" If any action is taken to divide this most vast diocese, I would 
hear with great pleasure that this had been done by the Holy See, 
as I desired it done in my letters in 1792: and it was my purpose 
to solicit it as soon as I was sure of having a coadjutor to succeed 
me in this see. It will, however, be for you in your wisdom to de- 
cide whether this can be done safely now, while these commotions 
lessen ecclesiastical jurisdiction. For I solemnly aver that those 
who excite these troubles maintained in my presence by their law- 
yers in a public tribunal, and upheld with all their might, that all 
distinction between order and jurisdiction was arbitrary and ficti- 
tious; that all right to exercise ecclesiastical ministry was derived 
from the people; and that the Bishop had no power except to im- 
pose hands on the person whom the people presented as their chosen 
minister; or to inquire whether hands had been previously imposed 
on him. Then they deny that they are, or ever have been, subject 
to my episcopal authority; and when the words of the Pope's brief 
were shown them, in which all the faithful in the United States are 



year 1702 to which the meeting of the first German Catholic Congregation is 
assigned in the Catholic Encyclopedia (vol. il, p. 230 s. v. Baltimore) is obviously 
a typographical error which ought to have been corrected in the Errata at the 
end of the work. 
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subject in spiritual government to the Bishop, they impudently 
dared to assail the brief as imposing a yoke on them contrary to the 
American laws. And yet these are the men who are now sending 
an agent to the Holy See to obtain what had never before been 
granted." " 

The request for a new bishopric was refused in Rome. But in 
spite of the Bishop's resistance, the Germans in Baltimore built a 
church at Saratoga Street and Park Avenue. It was a frame building 
of 60 X 40 feet, and was dedicated to St. John the Evangelist. It was 
opened in 1800, but does not seem to have been completed in all its 
details until a few years later; for in 1803 a lottery was advertised 
in Baltimore for the purpose of completing St. John's Church.^^ 
"With the opening of the church the difficulties between the congre- 
gation and the ecclesiastical authority did not come to an end. The 
former chose Renter for their pastor, although he was refused facul- 
ties by the Bishop. Thus the sad happenings in Philadelphia were 
repeated in Baltimore: the church was in open rebellion against its 
Bishop. Toward the end of 1801 Renter seemed inclined to submis- 
sion. He was to be restored to good standing on signing a written 
acknowledgment of the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the Pope 
and the local Bishop in the diocese of Baltimore over the Catholics 
of all nationalities. The negotiations, however, fell throiigh, and 
the schism continued imtil 1804. On January 15 of that year the 
trustees refused Bishop Carroll admittance to St. John's Church. 
Obviously, the ordinary means of dealing with the recalcitrant con- 
gregation were now exhausted, and Bishop Carroll had recourse to 
the civil courts. Ignoring Renter and the choice made of him by 
the congregation, he appointed the Rev. F. X. Brosius, an Alsatian 
by birth, a man of considerable scholarship, and a priest of tried 
virtue, pastor of St. John's Church. In order to compel the recog- 
nition of the new pastor by the trustees he applied to the civil court 
for L writ of mandamus against them. In their answer to the writ 
Renter and his followers not only defended their course, but claimed 
t!ie right of settling ecclesiastical questions affecting the congrega- 
tion independently of all higher ecclesiastical authority. They also 



"Shea, Life and Times of Archbishop Carroll, pp. 420, note 3; pp. 423-425; 
KlELIN, o. c, p. 156. 

'^'On lotteries for churches at this time the reader may consult American 
Catholic Eistorical Researches, vol. xv (1898), pp. 161-173. 
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contended that the members of the church " had the sole and exclu- 
sive right of nominating and appointing their pastor, and that no 
other person, whether Bishop or Pope, have a right to appoint a 
pastor without the assent and approbation of the congregation or a 
majority of the same." ^'* The schismatic character of the intention 
is so evident that it need not be dwelt upon. In palliation of the 
offence it may be urged that the desperate situation into which the 
rebels had now been driven may have caused them to use excessive 
language and to overstate the views which they really held. They 
could not base their defence on any laws or statutes of the Catholic 
Church, the society to which they claimed to belong, and, in view of 
the lack of such laws in their favor, the General Court decided the 
case against them. May, 1805. 

In spite of these sad beginnings, the congregation increased con- 
siderably in membership during the first decades of the nineteenth 
century. When the Eedemptorist Fathers took charge of St. John's, 
1840, the church was too small for the number of worshippers. They 
erected on the same site a more pretentious and spacious structure 
and changed the name from St. John's to St. Alphonsus', a title 
which it still bears. 

Shortly before the erection of New York into a diocese some 
German Catholics of that city addressed to Bishop Carroll a petition 
for a priest of their own nationality. The document is dated March 
2, 1808, and deserves to be quoted not only for the historical interest 
which it presents, but also for the spirit of genuine Catholicity and 
true obedience which it breathes : 

"To the Right Reverend Father in God, Bishop of all the Cath- 
olic Churches in the United States of America, Baltimore : 
" Right Reverend Father in God : We the undersigned for our- 
selves and a considerable number of our German brethren who are 
all educated in the holy Catholic faith, approach your Reverence 
and pray you to allow and to send us a pastor who is capable of 
undertaking the spiritual care of our souls in the German language, 
which is our mother tongue. Many of us do not know any English 
at all, and those who have some knowledge of it are not well enough 
versed in the English language as to attend divine service with any 
utility to themselves. As we have not yet a place of worship of 
our own, we have made application to the trustees of the English 



'Shea, o.c, pp. 424-425. 
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Catholic Church in this city to grant us permission to perform our 
worship in the German language in tlieir church at such times as 
not to interfere with their regular services. This permission they 
have very readily granted us. During the course of the year we 
shall take care to find an ojjportuuity to provide ourselves with a 
suitable building of our own, for we have no doubt that our num- 
ber will soon considerably increase. We leave it entirely to your 
Reverence to choose for us a man who is capable of taking upon him 
our spiritual concerns and instruct us in our holy religion, and we 
humbly beg to grant our prayers as soon as it is possible for your 
Reverence. In our religion the diversity of language makes indeed 
no difference, but from the reasons alleged your Reverence will deign 
to perceive that it is of consequence to our repose that we perform 
our worship in the language we best understand. We shall take 
care to provide for our pastor as far as our abilities go, if your 
Reverence will deign to listen to this our earnest prayer. We 
humbly beg to direct the answer to Mr. Francis Werneken, No. 32, 
corner of Warren and Church street, in New York. Tor this great 
favor we shall feel ourselves forever grateful to your Reverence, and 
beg leave to subscribe ourselves with the greatest respect Your Rev- 
erence's most humble and obedient servants." '^ 

No German Catholic Church was organized at this time in New 
York. The several hundred Germans who were living in the city 
did not lack spiritual care, however, as Father Kohlmann, v."ho is 
authority for the figure just cited, devoted his special attention to 
their religious needs.^® Separate organization was delayed until 
the Eev. Father Raffeiner took up work among them. Born at Wallt 
in Tyrol in 1785, and educated by the Benedictines in Austria and 
Italy, John Stephen Raffeiner first followed the medical profession 
and was for a time in charge of the military hospital in Milan. In 
1825 he was ordained a priest, and, after laboring for some years in 
the diocese of Brixen, Tyrol, came to New York in 1833. He 



^ We reproduce this letter from the Historical Records and Studies of the 
U. 8. Catholic Historical Society (New York), vol. ii (1901), pp. 194-195. It 
is also printed in American Catholic Historical Researches (Philadelphia), vol. 
IX (1892), p. 63, and in Smith, The Catholic Church in New York, vol. i, pp. 
42-43 (New York, 1905). The letter is signed by Christofell Briehll, John 
Kneringer, George Jacob, Martin Nieder, Francis Werneken and Franz Quinyyau. 

" Letter of November 7, 1808, addressed by Father Kohlmann from New 
York to the Most Rev. Mr. Strickland in London. The passage reads: "The 
congregation [of New York City] chiefly consists of Irish, some hundreds of 
French, and as many Germans, in all, according to the common estimation, of 
It.OOO souls." Historical Records and Studies (New York), vol. i (1899), p. 70. 
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immediately began his energetic activity among the German Catholics 
and was the first in New York city to minister to them exclusively. 
His priestly labors, however, were not confined to the Empire State, 
but extended to New Jersey and Massachusetts.^^ He became Vicar 
General for the Germans in the diocese of New York in 1845 and 
held that position until his death, 1861.^^ His first congregation 
in New York rented a small Baptist meeting-house at the corner of 
Delancy and Pitt Streets.^" When the lease of this expired they 
held their services at St. Mary's Church. Meantime they were 
actively engaged in efforts to put up a building of their own. On 
September 1, 1834, they purchased from John J. Astor a property 
in Second Street between First Avenue and Avenue A. The corner- 
stone was laid in April of the following year by the Very Rev. John 
Power. Father Raffeiner went to New Orleans to collect some of 
the funds needed for the new structure. Owing to his self-sacrificing 
zeal and energetic work the church was completed and opened for 
service on Easter Sunday, 1836. It was dedicated to St. Nicholas 
who, according to Shea was " recognized even by the early Dutch 
colonists as the patron of New York." ^° 

With the third decade of the nineteenth century the period of 
the rapid growth of the national churches is reached. Several Ger- 
man Catholic churches were opened at this time in the Middle West. 
From 1840 national churches were established in rapid succession 
not only by the Germans, but also by other nationalities. On April 
10, 1841, Bishop Forbin-Janson of Nancy in a sermon addressed 
the following apostrophe to the French Catholics of New York: 

" In this great city, where the Irish and German Catholics have 
recoiled from no sacrifice to have their ov;n churches and priests, 
how is it that the French, so famous for the faith of their fathers, 
alone remain indifferent? They are wanting, both to the high in- 
terests of their salvation and to those of their nationality. How, 
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in fact, can this nationality be long preserved in a foreign land 
without the powerful bond of religion?'"' 

A French cturoh was built soon after these words were spoken. 
With the constant increase in numbers and membership the national 
congregations soon displayed that vigorous activity for the preserva- 
tion of the faith among the foreign population and exhibited that 
strong religious organization in church, school, and benevolent insti- 
tutions which we still witness today. 

N. A. Webee, S. M., D. D. 
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